PUT A STONE IN YOUR POCKET  John,14:15-31 (1
There is today a new interest in the Holy Spir-
it. Many portions of the church seem to stand on
the edge of renewal under the activity of the
Spirit in the lives of its members. Today I want
to introduce you to a word, probably new to most of
you. But first let me note 4L verses from the gos-
pel of John, according to Today®s English Version:

John 14:16 -~ I will ask the Father, and he will
give you another Helper, the Spirit if truth to
stay with you forever.

John 14:26 <~ The Helper, the Holy Spirit whom
the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and make you remember all that I have
told you.

John 15:26 - The Helper will come - the Spirit
of trath, who comes from the Father. I will send
him from the Father, and he will speak about me.

John 16:7 - But I tell you the truth: it is
better for you that I go away, beacuse if I deo no£
go, the Helper will not come.

Each time John uses the word paraclete where
the TEV translates Helper. The word is sometimes
translated as counselor, comforter, intercessor,

advocate. None of them are really satisfactory.
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because'paraclete' really -oaﬁs "One called to ouﬂg}
side to help". For example, you are struggling with:
a2 burden and someone steps in andputs an arm and
shoulder uhder it and helps you bear it . . comeone
called alongside to help., That is what paraclete
means.

Why is it important? Because it helps to define
the reality of the Holy Spiirt, the continuing power
and presence of God available to each of us in the
now. Jesus was affirming to his disciples that even
though his physical presence would be gone there
would be an invisible presnce of power within them &
and beside them,

Perhaps a story will point toward what we are
saying. One mother as she put her child to bed each
night told him the exciting stories of the OT - about
Joseph, and Moses, and—David, and Daniel, and jonah.
One wvening when she was telling him the story of
David and Goliath, the child interrupted with "But
Mom, what is God doing now?".

It's true. Too often welimit our thinking about
God to his activities told about in the Bible..back
then, He did indeed act then, but he is acting now.

aclete is God atwork in our lives and fgf in
il e our world today.



Oral Roberts says that his ministry was inof{:Fb

ive until he accepted this understanding. "I don't
have to see Jesus as a physical man. God has filled
me with the Holy Spirit. I have that comforted; the
paraclete. The one called alonqnido to help. Itt's
as if Jesus is walking by me in the flesh. Escept
he is in his invisible unlimited form inside me. He
is in me. ThoroforuK:; can do all things thru me.
This is the key that opned the lock to my healing
ministry. He was saying to me 'Oral, you can doit
because I am in you and I am with you.'™
A famous opera singer was asked the secret of

his power and authority in singing. He answered ™A

long time ago I was gjven understanding by a master

“hifur: S PR 2/
teacher that there was a little me and a b4g me
watuv?

within me, The l4itt%le me is fearful , supperstitio

and weak; when I go on stage I repeat over and over

agtsn me, core forth from withinand sing' The
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SF‘ me has never let me down. In Christian usage
'sfwlhnr.l

the '‘big me is the paraclete.
What do we do about this power of God? The

answer is so simple that the sophisticated miss or

<, pritue |
reject it; yon yiold to the big me within, you be-
g‘i’ﬂrﬁlﬂ‘"
lijeve in the b4g me with, and you appropriate the
me within,
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Paul Tiiiich, gives us help in acquirihg thi; %
paraclete power. He said the divine spirit iaciith
in every human being - it is commitment and love
of Christ which activates and releases the power to
the mt‘imul.

A young woman says: For many years I was un=-
successful in uakin4;y husband happy, I felt guilty
because I was a failure. Then, one day, aftering
pa ndering the scripture about losing yourself to
find yourself, the change came; I just openly ad-
mitted that I can't make anybody hsppy - that God's
job. Anyway, I asked God for help. For the first
time I really trusted him. Call it a miracle hut i
happened., I quit pushing and my husband started com
ing to me. Why is it that people keep stuggling
so long thi‘ing they can do it on their own?"

I would turn the question around: Why do yonu
heold oh so long to the old ways of thskgitzzJ me ?

A family once had one expensive possession, a
rare vase they prised. One day, their little son,
who had been cautdoned never to touch the vase, got
his hand caught inside. The upset paretns applied

soap suds, cooking o0il and tryed about everything

with no success.. They got a doctor and he worked

with}gs delicate instruemnts but he final y said:



"It's no use, you just have break the vase", Thos,f
frightened little boy looked up and cried, "Would it
help if I turned loose the penny I'm holding®.

Sometimes, it is our holding onto old ways of pos-
sessiveness and self-centeredness that keeps us from
having paraclete power.

The paraclete,, the spirit, the comforter, the
counselor, the helper . . will become more than a word
to you if you follow dasily discipline to renew your
commitment to Christ., Practiciing the presence of Geod

ought to become primary goal. Prayer time needs to
become more important than the coffee break, Bbiel
study time neess to become more important than tele-

vision time. You can use all kinds of reminders to

focus on vour Christian commitment.
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A number of years ago, a frisend of mine gave me

a smooth stone. i asked who what it was for and
she sajd that it was a pacified., Tnstead of
twiddling my thumbs I was supposed to massage the
stone .. thus preventing ulcers and other assorted
maladies.

Well I had a hard time using the pacified. Then
one day, when ] was deeply involved with a particu-
lar issue facing the community, I had, I thoughg
reason to concdemn another person.

Then I thought of the story about the woman
taken in adultery. The law required that she be
stoned to death. The crowd asked Jesus what to do
with her. You remember that Jesus wrote something
in the dirt andlooked up and said: ™"Let the person
among you who is without sin cast the first stone™
Then Jesus forgives the woamn and the ctpowd drifted
away.

So right then and there my pacifing stone became
my first stone. It at;rrod up my commitment
when I have ready to condemn.. And any time I fedl

the urge to condemn, or when anger treatens to rush

out, I would clinch my first stone until I felt a
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power rising within me. Then my temptation was
finsihed.

We 2ll need first stone to remind us that
Christ's way of forgiveness and compassion is the
only way out of many selfish situations we get into.
It doesn't take a gheat deal of talent or theologi-
cal insight to forgive, only a loving and comassions

ate way that comes from practice and attitude.

Paricloto power can rise again in you amd in me
today and every day, but we must work at it. "If any
man would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me"™. That is a daily
task.

Myabe that's what you can do. Get a stone and put
onyour desk, or in your kitchen, Get a stone and put
it in your pocket. Make it your first stone, Make it

a stone which is a reminder and a sign of surrender,

for in surrender you wikl be filled with the power of
the paraclete, and you will, bring restoration, for-
giveness, and love to thia#iu sick world.



