
PUT A STONE IN TOUR POCI!T JOhnI\14:1~-31 

There 1. today • new inter.at in the Holy 

it. Many portions of the church s ••• to stand on 

the ed•• of renewal under the actiYlty of the 

Spirit in the 11.e. of 1t....bera. Today I want 

to Introduee YOU to a word. probably new to .oat of 

you. But first let •• note 4 Ter••• fro. the ~O.-

pel of John. accordln« to !ed.TAe Kn~llsh Veraion: 

John 14:16 - I will ask the Father, and ha will 

gl.e you another Helper, the Spirit it truth to 

stay with you torayer. 

John 14:2~ The KeIper, the Holy Spirit whoa 

the 'ather will ••nd in 87 na•• , wIll teaeh you 

.Y.r7thln~, and make you r ....b.r all that I ha.e 

told you. 

John l C:26 _ The Helper will co•• - the Spirit 

of truth, who co••• fro. the 'ather. I will ••nd 

hia froa the Father, and he w11l speak about me. 

John l ~ : ? - But I tell you the truth~ it 18 

better for TOU that I go away. beacuse 1t I do not 

~o, the Helper will not come. 

Each time John usee the word paraclete where 

the TEV translates Helper. The word is so.etl.e. 

translated ae couneelor, coa/orter, intercessor, 

adTocate. None of the. are really satisfactory. 
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beca.I.',..aol.te' ••al17 ..ani wOn. call•• t. ow.~ 
lId. to help-. '0. onaplo. Toa a•• etrussllns .1thl 

• bu.d.n and lo..one .t.,1 in andputl aD a•• and 

Ihoalder ubde. It and heipi you boa. it . . oo..Oft. 

called aloas_ld. to h.lp. Tbat 1. what ,..acl.t. 

WhT i. it iaportant? Bo.auoo it holp. to dotino 

tho roalitT ot tho HolT Spi1Pt, tbo .0DtinuinS po..r 

and , •• ,.DO. of Cod a.ailabl. to .aoh ot •• in the 

now. 1•••1 wa. affi..lnS to biB dl.clp1•• tbat •••n 

thouSh hI. ,hT.leal p••••nee .oa14 be ,one th.re 

woald b. an in.l.1bl. p•••DO. of power within th•• _ 

and b •• ld. th••• 

P.rba,. a .tOFT wl1l ,oint toward what we a.. 

• aylns. ODe aotb•• a••h. ,ut h•• child to bed .aob 

nisbt told bi. tbo oxeitin~ .torio. ot tho OT - aboat 

lo•• ,h. and Ko•••• -"I="'J4, and Oani.l. an' jonab. 

One ••enln~ wh.n .b. we. t.llin« hi. the atory ot 

DaYid aDd Goliath. tho .hild int~rrupted with -But 

Woa, what 1. 0.. doinl now1ft • 

It'. t.ue. Teo otten ..lia:lt OU. thinlr::lDs .bowt 

God t. hi. a.tiyitio. told aboat in tho Bible,.ba.t 

tbOD. ao .l1d indood a.t tbon, bat bo i. a.tin, DOW. 

Tbo para.loto i. God atwort in oar liyo. a.d t~ in 
0•• wor1. ~".T. 



Oral Robert. say. that his .lni.try "a. ine r rect, 

iT. until he accept.d thi. under. tanding. "I don t t 

haTe to ••e J.IU. a •• physical .an. G04 haa tille4 

.. "lth the Holy Spirit. I haT. that. coatortect'", the 

paraclet•• The on. called al0'981d. to help. It'. 

as it Jesus i. walking by II. in the rle.h. :I.c.pt 

he i. in his inTiaibl. unliaited tor. 1nsid•••• He 
h. 

Is in .e. TheretoreM"; can do all thin,;s thru ... 

This i. the k.y that opnad the lock to .y healing 

.inistry. H. was .aying to .e ·Oral. YClu can doit 

because I a. 1n you and I all "ith y ou. '" 

A fa.oull opera s1nRer was asked the s.cret of 

hi. power and authority 1n .in~in,. He ans"ered "A 

10n,R 	 tiae all:o I wae ,.fTen undel"standing by a master,,1 f,,, 4 " 1.,( sp.... h.~ I 
teacher that th.r. "aa a YittH .. and a ~ •• 

A; 7~ ~7{ 
"ithin ••• Th.~••• 1a taartul , lapperstitie 

and weak; "h.n I go en etag. I repeat eTer and oyer 

again ."iI's""' •• , eo•• forth tro. "ithinand sing' The 
::,7,' .hod 
~ .. has ne.,.er let .. down. In Chriatian usage'> ,.... />. .1 
the ~ •• i. the 	paraclet•• 

What do we do about this power ot God? The 

ansver is .0 aupl. that the sophist1cated .1.s or 
c £"" o.~ ( 

r.1ect it: you "ield to the Jt.+t lie within, you be
'>t'., ,/>. f-

li.Te in the 'ao+g •• vith, and. you appropriate the 
"tr.n: lie vitb in. 
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Paul Tillich, gi.,..s us help in acquiring this 
...; 

paraelete pow.r.. H. said the diyln. spirit is with 

in • .,.er,. huon being - it is co••it.ent and 10.,.. 

ot Christ which activates and releases the power to 

the .aliau•• 

A young woaan sav.: For .any yeara I was un
r 

successtul in aaking.v hu.band hapPT. I telt guilty 

because I was a tailure. Then, one da,., attering 

pal ndering the scripture about losing ,.ourselt to 

tlnd your.elt, the cbange ca.; I just open1,. ad

aitted that I can't aake aaTbody hspp,. - that God's 

job. An7wa1, I a.ked. God tor help. 'or the first 

ti.. I reall,. trust.d him. Call it a airacle but 

happened. I quit pu.hing and &7 huaband .tarted co 

Ing to ae. Wh,. is it that people keep stuggling 

so long thi~n~ the,. can do it on their own?" 

I would turn the questlon around: Vh,. do 1'00 

)'t>f,..n I 
bold. oh. so lon g to the old way. ot the l!'t•• -.? 

A faal1y once had one e%penslTe pos •• s.lon. a 

rare vase they prised. One day, their little eon, 

who had been caut40ned neT.r to touch the va.e, ,ot 

his hand caught insid.e. Th. upset paretns appli.d 

soap suda. cooking oil and tryed about everythlng 

with no .ucc••••• They got a doctor and h. worked 

wIth t Is delicate Instruellflts but he tlnal '7 aaid: 

i 



"It's no use, you just haYe break the yase ft 
• The , 

~ 

trightened little boy looked up and cried, "Would it 

help it I turned loo.e the penny I'll holding". 

So•• tiae., it is our boldin~ onto old way. ot pos

aeaaiyene.s and selt-centeredness that keeps us tro. 

haYing paraelete power. 

The paraelete" the spirit, the eoatorter, the 

counselor, the helper •• will b.come aore than a word 

to you It yOIl tollow das 111' discipline to renew your 

eo..it..nt to Chri.t. Practiciin« the pres.nce ot God 

ought to beeo.. priaary «oal. Pray. I" tiae needs to 

~.co•• lIore illportant tban the cott•• break, Bbi.l 

study tl.e n•••• to beco.. more i.portant than t.l.

vie ion ti... You can use all kinds ot re.inders to 

focus on your Christian eo••it.ent. 

Tne .tory is, told ~ou;; "'/j~ .~/"76 tn. 

tfie. 0haold lrfend~ WOile ~it~e ftot1~.d . 'L ' , 7

k onl e defit wh1sm .a1,.4 '<;'ne' ~ it. Cllt.1oUs,the 
I I l. ' ( L 

an a",7d~ o;!ri.nd apout '-Yo Tb, He"d ""pli1ned 

h&t it va. hi. ti"'S{ at eo "~••".r ttl. woaan caugh 
/ ' , 

~ adulter~ wb~ wa, brought to J.ins? 76. l~w required
/' I.

she bw ston_a to d.at~. The owd aek.d Jesus 
/J.. . j 

to 40 with h'er.. ~.u••rote l.n"' the / dirt, thenha!: 
/ r./ / / . 

ooked up an~n.we~ed, 'l.t ~he p.r~ ••cng you who 
f I / 

iret eton.~. Then J.aus tor-a wi tho,ll1. s PtJ' throw the 
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I.
A nuaber ot years ago, a friend of .1ne gave .e 

a amooth stone. 1 .aked who what it was for and 

she said that it was a pac it!."'. 'fnstead ot 

twldd.l1nlt ay thumbs I was supposed. to uasage the 

atone •• thus preventing ulcera and otber •• sorted 

a.ladiea. 

'Well I had a hard ti.. using the pacitl..... Then 

one clay. when I was d••ply involved with. partieu

1ar iasue taein, the co••unity. I had. I thought, 
r •••on to coned.an another peraon. 

Then I thou~bt of the story about the woaan 

taken in adultery_ The la. required that ahe be 

stoned to death. The crowd asked Jeaus what to do 

with her. Tou re..ab.r that Jesus wrote so•• thing 

in the cliFt ancllook.d up and said.: "Let the person 

••ong :rou who 1a without 81n cast the first .tone" 

Then Jeau. forgivea the woaan and the c*owd drifted 

away. 

So ri«ht then and there.,. pacitlng atone beeaa( 

ay firat etcne. 

"hen I haY. ready to cond.an.. And anT t1ate I fe+t

the ur~e to cond.mn, or when an,er treat.ne to rush 

out, I would clinch ay first atone until I felt a 
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1 
power ri.ing within .e. Th.n ~ t ••ptation wa. 

flnath.d. 

We all n••d firat atone to reaind u. th.t 

Christ'. w.y of forlt••n••• and coap••sion ia the 

only w.~ out of .any s.lfiah aitu.tion. w. g.t tnto. 

It do.sn't t.k•• g~•• t de.l of t.lent or theolo~t

c.l insight to tor~i•• only a lo.ln~ and eo•••• lon.t 

ate W.Y that eo.ea trow practic••nd attitude. 

Par.elete ~ower c.n ri•• a~a1n in 10••~ 1n .. 

today and e.ery day, but we .u.t work .t it. "It .ny 

aan would co~e .fter .e, let hi. deny hl••elf and 

take up his eroas .nd follow ..". That is a daily 

t.ak. 

"rabe that'. what you can do. Get •• tone and put 

onyour de.k, or in your kitchen, Get •• tone .nd put 

it in your pocket. Mak. it your first atone. Make it 

a atone whicb i. a re.inder and a siSn ot surrender, 

for in surrender you wl11 be tilled with the power of 
the p.raelete, and you will , brin~ r.storation, tor
,i.ene.a, and 10•• to thi.~in .ick world. 


